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even have exhorted their fellow-citizens not to practise piracy
against one another's shipping ; but we hear nothing of it.
Any possible original feeling of common economic interest
had at any rate failed to survive the early Iron Age. As a
purely religious ceremony on the other hand, the festival
showed great tenacity of life. The place was also a sanctuary,
an " asylum ", and even so late as 322, when Demosthenes
took refuge there, the Macedonian captain who had run
him to earth feared to drag him away by violence. He stood
beyond the pale and tried to persuade him ; but Demosthenes
took poison and so escaped that pursuit.
In Peloponnese the salient fact of early Greek history is
the series of bitter and lasting feuds, between almost every
state and its neighbours, and within the bodies of most states,
which arose out of the conquests and migrations of the early
Iron Age. Partly as a result, most Pcloponncsian history
is provincial, sanguinary, and dull. The states demand a
place in our survey, however, for the sake of completeness.
By far the most important city in the whole of Greece
proper in early Dorian times was Argos. Here, according
to the Greek legends of the Dorian conquest or Return of
the Herakleidai, Temenos, eldest of the three brother
conquerors, had settled and reigned, as the successor of
Agamemnon the overlord, and from this base of operations
Dorian chiefs had seized or won over the surrounding cities
which had already been subject to a central power under
the House of Atreus. Phalkes, a son of Temenos, was said
to have won Sikyon by a night surprise, but did not eject
the old inhabitants.1 Deiphontcs, called Temenos' son-in-
law, was credited with the capture of Epidauros, and thence
with having crossed to Aigina where his Dorians likewise
mingled with the old occupants.2 Troizen submitted without
trouble and admitted Dorian citizens8; as its Dorian
founder there is named a certain Agraios.4 Phlious in its
secluded plain among the hills is " taken in " a little later,
accepting the same terms, when attacked by Rhegnidas,
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